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BLAZEAID 
Statement by Member for Moore 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.51 pm]: BlazeAid is an extraordinary 
volunteer group that rebuilds farm fences after natural disasters such as fires, floods, droughts and cyclones. At 
the moment in Western Australia, there are BlazeAid camps in Wooroloo and in the Moore electorate at Yuna, 
Binnu and Perenjori. Nationwide, camps are scattered across New South Wales and Queensland, with volunteers 
repairing and replacing fences. The material value of rebuilding farmers’ fences is very clear, but there is also 
a tremendous boost to farmers’ morale when these volunteers share the load by working alongside farmers whose 
livelihoods have been disrupted. 
Judy and Ed Bland are the coordinators for BlazeAid in WA. So far this year, they have spent a month fencing 
following the ferocious Wooroloo fire and five weeks fencing at York following a bushfire there, before setting up 
the Yuna BlazeAid camp on 28 April. Aside from the main Yuna camp, sub-camps have been established at Binnu—
I was pleased to catch up with the Binnu crew last Friday—and in Mingenew and Perenjori. The team of volunteers 
has cleared debris from more than 130 kilometres of fence lines and rebuilt more than 15 kilometres of fences. 
Some 106 midwest farmers have registered for BlazeAid help. To date, work has finished at 30 farms and continues 
at another 44. Volunteers are desperately needed. Volunteers who joined the crews on their way north to escape 
the winter do not seem to be able to leave. 
I extend heartfelt thanks to the BlazeAid crews operating in the midwest for, most importantly, lifting the spirits 
of farmers who have seen their properties devastated by tropical cyclone Seroja. 
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